
Allerdale Borough Council

Licensing Panel – 12 September 2019

To consider representations received in relation to an application for a premises 
licence 

The Reason for the Decision To consider representations received in relation 
to an application for a premises licence under 
section 18(3) of the Licensing Act 2003.

Summary of options considered 1) Grant the licence subject to—

(i) the conditions mentioned modified to such 
extent as the authority considers necessary for 
the promotion of the licensing objectives, and

(ii) any condition which must under section 19, 20 
or 21 be included in the licence;

2) Exclude from the scope of the licence any of 
the licensable activities to which the application 
relates;

3) Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the 
premises supervisor;

4) Reject the application.

Recommendations To consider the information contained in the 
report and reach a decision from the options 
available in paragraph 5.

Financial /  Resource Implications None

Legal / Governance Implications There is a right of Appeal against the Licensing 
Panel’s decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 
21 days 

Community Safety Implications Promotion of the crime and disorder objective.

Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

None

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

No

Wards Affected Silloth and Solway Coast Ward



The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities

N/a

Is this a Key Decision No

Portfolio Holder Councillor John Cook  

Lead Officer Deborah Fletcher
Licensing & Compliance Officer 
Tel: 0303 123 1702
Email: deborah.fletcher@allerdale.gov.uk

Report Implications (Please delete where applicable).

Community Safety Y Employment (external to the Council) Y

Financial Y Employment (internal) N

Legal Y Partnership N

Social Inclusion N Asset Management N

Equality Duty N Health and Safety Y

Background papers:

Representations 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This report concerns an application for a premises licence for Tarnside Farm, 
Tarns, Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4NQ. The applicants are William Wilson Wise and 
Lynn Wise.  

1.2 Representations were received against the application and they must be 
considered in line with section 18(3) of the Licensing Act 2003 (The Act).

2.0 Application

2.1 Mr and Mrs Wise have applied for a premises licence with the following 
description:

Farm land with longstanding appropriate infrastructure to support music event 
away from main areas of population. 

Double gate entry and egress. Ample car parking space, camping fields away 
from vehicles.

mailto:deborah.fletcher@allerdale.gov.uk


Hard trackways and space for emergency lanes. 

Used as pasture for livestock for the majority of the year. Over 40 acres with 
water supply and tall fencing around the majority of the site. 

2.2 The licence has been applied for no more than 4,999 people. Site plans have 
been provided and can be found at Appendix A.   

2.3 The application is for the following times and activities:

Plays, Films, Live Music, Recorded Music, Performances of Dance, 
anything of a similar description and Supply of Alcohol 

Monday 09:00 – 16:00 
Friday 09:00 – 03:00
Saturday 09:00 – 03:00
Sunday 09:00 – 03:00

Late Night Refreshment 
 

Friday 23:00 – 03:00
Saturday 23:00 – 03:00
Sunday 23:00 – 03:00

2.4 The premises would be open to the public from 09:00 on Friday through to 
16:00 on Monday. 

2.5 The designated premises supervisor was initially going to be a Helen Blake. 
At the time of writing Ms Blake does not have a personal licence. If the licence 
is granted it will be granted without a personal licence holder and the 
applicants will have to make a separate application to vary the premises 
licence to specify a new DPS.   

2.6 The applicant has put forward a comprehensive list of conditions they feel will 
promote the licencing objectives. They can be found at Appendix B. 

3.0 Key Points for consideration

3.1 The Licensing Act 2003 has four licensing objectives – 

The prevention of crime and disorder;
Public safety
The prevention of public nuisance; and
The protection from harm. 

3.3 The application process includes circulating the application to all the 
responsible authorities. It also includes advertising the application in the local 
press and a notice on the premises. This is to allow for representations to be 
made for or against the application. Representations should be about the 



likely effect of the grant of the licence on the promotion of at least one of the 
licensing objectives. 

3.4 The Licensing Authority must hold a hearing to consider any representations 
made unless all parties agree that a hearing isn’t necessary. It is considered 
necessary to hold a hearing to consider the representations in this case. 

3.6 The Allerdale Statement of Licensing Policy 2016-2021 section 7.1 states that, 
when considering applications, the Panel should have regard to the Act and 
its objectives, Government guidance, supporting regulations, representations, 
duties and obligations under other legislation and the statement of Licensing 
Policy.

3.7 Paragraph 7.2 of the Policy states that an application should be considered on 
its individual merits. 

3.8 Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 
provides advice on considering if a representation is relevant. It recommends 
in borderline cases the benefit of the doubt about any aspect of a 
representation should be given to the person making that representation. The 
subsequent hearing will provide an opportunity for the person making the 
representation to amplify and clarify it. 

4.0 Representations and responses 

4.1 Cumbria Constabulary and Environmental Health responded to the application 
to and suggested measures which they felt would promote the licensing 
objectives. The applicants have accepted those conditions and, if granted, 
they should be added to the licence. The details of the agreed conditions can 
be found at Appendix C. 

4.2 Three representations have been received against the application. They are 
as follows:

Number Details of representation Mediation to 
date

IP01 I have noticed a notice up in a field next to a field 
where we have calves that say Wilson wise wants 
an application for alcohol noise and the like 24/7, 
at what he calls tarns side farm. 

I would like to object to the application. In the past 
we’ve had to put up with drunks all over the road, 
things being pinched, etc. etc. over the years from 
Mr Wise’s festivals.  

The conditions 
agreed by the 
Police and the 
applicant were 
forwarded to 
the IPs for 
consideration. 

IP02  We are OBJECTING to the application for the 
above land. We feel that to grant an open licence 
for the premises would yet again disturb residents 
of the area especially ourselves and those at 

Mediation 
meetings have 
taken place 
with IP03. 



Sycamore House. We have already had 16 years 
of this venue having a licence for Solfest and 
would not welcome another. 

 An open licence is too vague - how do we 
know how many events will be held?

 The licence applicants do not live in this 
area - they will have no disturbance at their 
residence whatsoever.

 For an area of such open countryside why 
should Overby House and Sycamore 
House yet again be the only residential 
property's directly affected/over-looking the 
site.

We are basing some of our points on our previous 
experience with festivals on this site as we have 
knowledge of how intrusive they are. Mr Wise has 
been to discuss his ideas with us however it still 
isn't clear how many events will be held or what 
type of events they would be, although he did 
mention scouts, wood turning and a festival.

 An open licence could mean there could 
be an event once per year, once per month 
or more often. If a licence is to be granted 
we would prefer there be a limit on the 
number of events per year and to certain 
pre-approved times i.e. not when Solfest is 
happening behind us, not over the festive 
period.

 If a licence is granted access to the site 
would need to be directly off the B5301 
onto the land (next to the shed) and not via 
Washingfold Lonning or the field opposite 
Sycamore House. Vehicles accessing the 
site via Washingfold Lonning is extremely 
intrusive and usually anything using this 
access after 5pm is of a dubious nature- 
we have called the police out a number of 
times to irregular activity in the quarry after 
work times. We ask that this be written into 
the licence.

 If a licence is granted could part of the 
conditions be that the licence is only 
relevant whilst the land is under the 
ownership of Mr & Mrs Wise and NOT BE 
TRANSFERABLE; preventing the land 
being sold as an entertainment site

Issues still 
remain. 

Discussions 
took place 
with IP02 and 
IP03 regarding 
the use of the 
field closest to 
residential 
property. The 
residents 
requested that 
the field be 
removed from 
the licence. 
The applicants 
felt like they 
wished the 
field to remain 
but have 
offered to 
designate the 
field for 
overspill 
parking only. 
This can be 
further 
discussed at 
the hearing. 



 If a licence is granted ensuring that plenty 
of notice of an event is required - months 
rather than weeks or days - for owners of 
adjoining land they need notice to be able 
to plan to move livestock/horses away as 
lots of noise/camping is unsettling for 
them.

 If a licence is granted - limiting attendee 
numbers to ensure events are small and 
do not require land to be rented from 
neighbours.

 Mr Wise has assured us that he will not be 
using the field directly in front of Sycamore 
House in relation to any events/for 
camping etc. - could this be written into the 
licence if it is granted.

We feel that if a licence was granted it would 
again increase the security risk at our property 
and would make us unable to leave the property 
for the duration of any event.

IP03 We object to this on the basis of likely significant 
impact on our home and lives in many aspects, 
such as access egress, noise pollution, security 
and potentially our future home valuation and 
saleability.

Mediation 
meetings have 
taken place 
with IP03. 
Issues still 
remain. As 
above. 

4.4 All representation documentation will be available at the hearing.

5.0 Options available to the Licensing Panel 

5.1 The Panel must consider the representations and take such steps as it 
considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 

5.2 The steps available are:

a) Grant the licence subject to the conditions mentioned in the operating 
schedule modified to such extent as the authority considers necessary for the 
promotion of the licensing objectives, and any mandatory condition. 

b) Exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to which 
the application relates;

c) Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor

d) Reject the application



5.3 The Licensing Panel should give reasons for its decision.

6.0 Recommendations

6.1 The Panel should consider all the information contained in the report. They 
should make a decision from the options available in paragraph 5.2 taking into 
account information received from the applicant, interested parties and any 
relevant legislation or guidance. 

6.0 Appeal 

6.1 If any person party to the hearing is aggrieved by the decision of the Council 
they will have a right of appeal to a magistrates’ court within 21 days. 

Deborah Fletcher
Licensing and Compliance Officer


